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M y Fellow Compatriots, 

February is the month we 

celebrate Presidents Day.  I am of an age 

where I can recall celebrating the 

birthdays of General Washington and 

Abraham Lincoln as separate holidays.  

Times may change, but the spirit remains. 

My name is Dan Shurtz, and this 

is my first President’s Notes as chapter 

President.  First, I want to thank all of you 

for the honor of leading this chapter of 

the Sons of the American Revolution.  I 

would also like to thank the immediate 

past president Gregory Owens for 

agreeing to serve as vice president for 

this term.  I will certainly be looking 

towards him and the rest of the board for 

their input and wisdom over the coming 

year.  We are fortunate to have such a 

deep bench of experience here at the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter; it is truly a 

well-oiled machine.  

This month’s speaker will be 

Robert McLaughlin, discussing his book, 

The Capture of the U-505: A Legion of 

Heroes.  This book tells the story of the 

capture of U-505, a German U-Boat, on 

June 4, 1944, which was the first capture 

of an enemy combat ship by the US Navy 

since the East India Company brig 

Nautilus in the War of 1812.   

Mr. McLaughlin’s presentation 

and discussion of this historical event 

should be pretty interesting.  I look 

forward to hearing about this event and 

seeing you at our next meeting.    

— Dan Shurtz, President 
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Registrar Brown also inducted new 

member Stephen G. MacLachlan, 

who joined on the service of his 

patriot ancestor Sgt. Levi Crowell 

(1746-1807) of Massachusetts, who 

served as a private in Capt. Joshua 

Gray’s Minuteman Company, which 

marched on April 20, 1775 towards 

Marshfield in response to the Alarm 

of the prior day; as a Sergeant in 

Capt. Joshua Gray’s Minuteman 

Company from July 1775 to 

November 1775; and in Capt. Lot 

Crowell’s Company on an Alarm at 

T he Thomas Jefferson 

Chapter held its Annual 

Meeting on Saturday, January 15, 

2022, at the Old Spaghetti Factory in 

Concord, California.  We had 21 

members and guests at the meeting.  

In conjunction with the in-person 

meeting, we held a Zoom Meeting 

for members who could not attend 

the in-person meeting with Chaplain 

Bob Vernagallo, Dr. John Fulwider 

(in Mississippi), Steve Main, Tom 

McGinley (in Arizona), Jeff Nibert, 

Ward Williamson (in Germany), and 

applicant David King. 

 President Greg Owens called 

the meeting to order at 12:02PM, 

and called upon Chaplain Vernagallo 

to give the invocation via Zoom.  

After opening ceremonies, President 

Owens introduced Derek Brown 

(NSSAR Inspector General, Past VPG, 

and Past CASSAR President); 

Stephen Renouf (CASSAR Invested 

Funds Trustee, Past VPG, and Past 

CASSAR President); CASSAR 

Executive VP Craig Anderson; 

CASSAR VP North William Van 

Valkenburg; New Members 

Christopher Hill and Stephen 

MacLachlan; DAR Members Janet 

Brown, Kay Ernst and Pat Everette; 

and our Guest Speaker Judge James 

R. Reilly.  

 Registrar Derek Brown 

inducted new member Christopher 

E. Hill, who joined on the service of 

his patriot ancestor Brittingham 

Ennis (c.1730-1790) of Delaware, 

who provided material aid by 

supplying food for men and animals.  
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Dartmouth and Falmouth in 

September 1778.  CASSAR Executive 

VP Craig Anderson installed the 

2022 officers of the Thomas 

Jefferson Chapter, and presented 

the gavel to incoming president Dan 

Shurtz. 

 Following lunch, President 

Owens introduced Guest Speaker 

James Reilly, a judge on the Alameda 

County Superior Court in California.  

In 1976, he graduated from the 

University of California, Berkeley, 

with a Bachelor of Arts in 

Economics.  In 1986, he graduated 

from the University of San Francisco 

Law School with a J.D. degree.  He 

served as an officer in the US Navy 

from 1976 to 1983 in the Third and 

Seventh Fleets.  In 1986, he began 

practicing law as an associate at the 

law firm of Pillsbury, Madison, and 

Sutro.  In 1990, he joined Gordon 

Rees Scully Mansukhani LLP, serving 

as a partner until 2018.  He 

practiced general commercial and 

product liability litigation, including 

the defense of medical device and 

pharmaceutical drug manufacturers.  

He also litigated matters involving 

securities fraud, theft of trade 

secrets, antitrust, and breach of 

contract.  He was appointed to the 

Alameda County Superior Court in 

2018, presiding at the Wiley W. 

Manuel Courthouse in Oakland.  He 

also served as a judge pro tem for 

the San Francisco County Superior 

Court.   

 Judge Reilly noted that 

people often talk about how to get 

out of jury duty.  There are 

numerous excuses: being too busy, 

it is inconvenient, etc.  He wanted 

everyone to be ambassadors for the 

jury system, and change the 

address this Civics problem, the 

Chief Justice of the California 

Supreme Court has a statewide 

outreach program to put judges in 

8th and 9th grade classrooms to 

speak about the First, Fifth, Sixth, 

and Nineteenth Amendments.  

There is also a jury committee to 

help the juries run smoothly.  He 

encouraged everyone to become 

jury ambassadors to speak out 

regarding jury service to improve 

the yield.   

 Judge Reilly went into the 

history of jury service.  In the 1760’s, 

the English Jurist William Blackstone 

published his Commentaries on the 

Laws of England.  In Book 4, he 

stated that trial by one’s peers was 

the right of every Englishman going 

back to the Magna Charta in 1215.  

Decisions should be confirmed by 12 

equals or neighbors.  In Book 3, 

Blackstone discussed civil juries 

(torts, breach of contract, disputes, 

etc.), and said jurors should be 

educated in case they be called to 

protect the liberty of others.  Jurors 

need to protect the rights of others 

because one day they may need 

their own rights protected. 

 In 1775, the Second 

Continental Congress chose 32-year-

old Thomas Jefferson to draft the 

Declaration of Independence.  

Jefferson’s language in the 

document ignited the national spirit 

– most people recall the powerful 

words found there, such as “When 

in the Course of human events …” or 

“We hold these truths to be self-

evident, that all men are created 

equal.”  However, less known are 

the list of charges made against King 

George III in the latter part of the 

document as the basis for 

narrative to asking how you can get 

jury duty.   

 He started with a 

description of jury duty.  Starting at 

age 18, there is no upper age limit 

for jury service – there is a 

misconception that people are 

removed from the rolls at age 75.  

The trials are civil or criminal, and 

typically last about a week.  If 

selected for service, typically jurors 

serve from 9:30AM to 4:30PM daily.  

If you get a juror summons, it can be 

deferred if the timing is 

inconvenient.  For most cases, jurors 

fill out a 2- to 3-page questionnaire 

(where you live, if you have ever 

been convicted of a crime, etc.), 

however, in some cases the 

questionnaire could be up to 20 

pages (trying to determine if you can 

be fair and impartial).  When juror 

summons are sent out, the 

“yield” (number of responses) is a 

dismal 46%.  In Oakland, the yield is 

only 20-30%.  This is a sad 

commentary on society, and reduces 

the likelihood of a defendant getting 

a representative cross section of the 

community.  Judge Reilly asked how 

the Founding Fathers would feel 

about so small a yield.  Part of the 

problem is the lack of quality Civics 

education in schools.  In 2010, only 

24% of high school seniors were 

proficient in Civics, and it is getting 

worse.  One in three Americans 

cannot identify a right guaranteed in 

the First Amendment, and 74% 

could not name all three branches of 

government.  With this lack of Civics 

knowledge, many people will never 

appreciate the jury process.  To 



independence – including, “For 

depriving us in many cases, of the 

benefits of Trial by jury.”  Jefferson 

ended the document with “And for 

the support of this Declaration, with 

a firm reliance on the protection of 

divine Providence, we mutually 

pledge to each other our Lives, our 

Fortunes and our sacred Honor.”  In 

the US Constitution (Article III, §2), 

“The Trial of all Crimes . . . shall be 

by Jury; and such Trial shall be held 

in the State where the said Crimes 

shall have been committed....”  The 

Sixth Amendment states, “the 

accused shall enjoy the right to a 

speedy and public trial, by an 

impartial jury of the State and 

district wherein the crime shall have 

been committed….”  The Seventh 

Amendment states, “In Suits at 

common law . . . the right of trial by 

jury shall be preserved….”  Thomas 

Jefferson wrote to Thomas Paine 

that, “I consider the trial by jury as 

the only anchor ever yet imagined 

by man by which a government can 

be held to the principles of its 

constitution.”  Judge Reilly recalled 

the famous quote by President John 

F. Kennedy on April 29, 1962, 

referencing a gathering of Nobel 

Prize winners: “I think this is the 

most extraordinary collection of 

talent, of human knowledge, that 

has ever been gathered together at 

the White House — with the 

possible exception of when Thomas 

Jefferson dined alone.”  Thomas 

Jefferson reflected, “The wisdom of 

our sages and the blood of our 

heroes has been devoted to the 

attainment of trial by jury.  It should 

be the creed of our political faith.”  

John Adams wrote in 1774, 

“Representative government and 

unique part of the American system.  

It allows for a peaceful resolving of 

disputes.  The article concludes with 

the idea that jury duty, “links us to 

our founding principles and 

challenges us to live up to them.” 

 Judge Reilly told the story of 

his last trial pre-Covid.  There was a 

retired woman who did not want to 

be on the jury, but she could not 

come up with a reason to be 

excused.  After the trial, she 

apologized to Judge Reilly for trying 

to get out of jury duty, and thanked 

him for not excusing her.  Judge 

Reilly said he has been a juror in four 

trials in 30 years, and he remembers 

the details of each trial because it 

was very important.  Jury duty is 

true people power – wealth and 

power are not relevant, and it 

ensures that trials are open, 

transparent, and free from bias.  The 

judge defines the law, and the jury 

applies it to the case.  Judge Reilly 

said he had a trial in San Jose that 

was a couple of days over a period 

of five months.  It was difficult to 

find jurors for a case like that; they 

had to be government employees, 

retired people, or people who were 

not working.  One juror was a 

sheepherder, who was able to serve 

because it was his offseason.  By the 

time the trial was over, all the jurors 

were the best of friends.  He said 

Jury duty is seldom convenient, but 

always rewarding; people should be 

looking for ways to get jury duty. 

 Judge Reilly recommended 

Pauline Maier’s book, American 

Scripture: Making the Declaration of 

Independence, which tells the story 

of the Second Continental Congress, 

and how the Declaration came to 

be.  It describes the story of two 

trial by jury are the heart and lungs 

of liberty.”  James Madison wrote in 

1789, that trial by jury is “essential 

to secure the liberty of the people as 

any one of the pre-existent rights of 

nature.” 

 Judge Reilly said the public 

has been focused on trials in the last 

few months – Kyle Rittenhouse, 

Travis McMichael, Jussie Smolett, 

Elizabeth Holmes, etc.  He said it was 

not appropriate for people who 

were not there to opine on whether 

the jury made the right decision.  In 

a trial, the jury are the only ones 

who see and hear all the evidence, 

and see the expressions on the faces 

of the judge, lawyers and witnesses.  

He said unless you are present in the 

courtroom for the entire trial, you 

are commenting on something that 

you do not know about.  There are 

many people commenting in 

newspapers if the jury made the 

correct decision, but they were not 

there, and do not know. 

 Judge Reilly noted an article 

in The Atlantic, entitled, “The Joy of 

Jury Duty: Why Americans should 

stop complaining and learn to 

appreciate this constitutional 

obligation.”  There was a picture in 

the article of a group of people who 

ignored jury summons being 

lectured by a judge on civic 

responsibility.  The article notes 

most people are sadly disconnected 

from the Constitution; however, jury 

duty is a part of the Constitution 

that everyone can experience.  It is 

part of the checks and balances, and 

it prevents tyranny.  The fact that 

jurors make the final decision is a 



delegates who left for Philadelphia 

two days before the Battles of 

Concord and Lexington, and how 

they left home under cover of 

darkness.  

 Judge Reilly was asked how 

Covid has affected trials.  He said it 

varies by geography – in some 

places in California nothing has 

changed, whereas Alameda County 

has some of the most extreme 

restrictions.  Cases have been 

delayed, except for felonies where 

the defendant has not waived his 

right to a speedy trial, and cases 

where people are ill and might not 

be able to testify if delayed.  Civil 

trials are 100% virtual – the judge, 

court reporter and clerk are in the 

courtroom, while everyone else 

participates virtually from home.  He 

jurors due to race, religion or 

ethnicity.  He noted that a trial of 

peers is much better than in England 

prior to 1215 – the peers judge the 

defendant rather than the church or 

the state.   

 President Owens presented 

the SAR Certificate of Appreciation 

to Judge Reilly for his informative 

presentation.  Awards Chairman 

Brown assisted President Owens in 

presenting the SAR Law 

Enforcement Commendation Medal 

to Judge James R. Reilly for his many 

years of dedicated service as a 

judge, and educating the public 

about jury duty. 

 Registrar Derek Brown 

reported that the chapter had 21 

applications approved in 2021, and 

one just approved in 2022.  We have 

said they were trying to get back to 

normal, but it is difficult with county 

health department mandates.  He 

did say that Zoom arraignments 

have improved the system; 

however, virtual trials deprive jurors 

of the ability to see body language, 

and trials should be conducted in 

the courtroom. 

 Judge Reilly was asked if 

people truly received a “jury of their 

peers.”  He noted that in Oakland  

about 70-80% of summons are 

ignored, so is that really a fair cross 

section of the community?  The 

courts do all they can to ensure a 

jury of one’s peers.  There are strict 

rules for preventing the exclusion of 
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two pended applications at National 

HQ.  He announced that if people 

want to purchase and donate 

authentic American Revolution Era 

artifacts to the SAR Museum, Kent 

Gregory has a list of items for 

purchase.  Derek Brown has created 

a chapter/state officers manual, and 

it is on the CaliforniaSAR.org website 

– new members and potential 

officers should download it.  Past 

President Owens presented the SAR 

Certificate of Appreciation to 

Heather Kawalkowski, the manager 

of the Old Spaghetti Factory, for her 

service to our chapter, and gave her 

an orchid. 

 The SAR currently has 

around 38,000 members, and our 

goal is to have 60,000 members by 

2026.  You should encourage family, 

friends, and neighbors to join the 

SAR.  The SAR Ladies Auxiliary is 

composed of wives and daughters of 

SAR members, and they help 

fundraise for SAR programs – 

encourage ladies to join! 

 CASSAR Executive VP Craig 

Anderson reported that the April 

2022 CASSAR Annual Meeting will be 

held in Sacramento, California – 

more details to follow.  CASSAR VP 

North Bill Van Valkenburg reported 

that the CASSAR Fall Board of 

Managers Meeting will be held in 

November 2022.  Chaplain 

Vernagallo gave the benediction via 

Zoom, and President Owens 

adjourned the meeting at 2:30PM. 

— Stephen Renouf, Secretary  

T he NSSAR Veterans 

Recognition Committee has a 

list of SAR Compatriots who served 

in the military.  The Thomas 

W e regret to report that 

former Chapter Compatriot 

Forrest Griswell passed away on 

May 6, 2021, in Alameda County, 

California. 

 Forrest Thurston Griswell, Jr. 

was born on April 23, 1936, in 

Sacramento, California, and was the 

son of Forrest Thurston Griswell, Sr. 

and Mabel Adelaid Fleming.  Forrest 

attended Abraham Lincoln High 

School in San Francisco.  Forrest 

Griswell retired as a computer 

analyst.  He was passionate about 

genealogy, and was the author of 

George Fleming, a California Forty 

Niner and Families from 

Pennsylvania (2003). 

 Forrest Griswell joined the 

Thomas Jefferson Chapter in 2008 

on the service of his patriot ancestor 

Edward Jackson, a private in a South 

Carolina Regiment.  Edward Jackson 

was born in 1755 in Converse, 

Craven County, South Carolina, and 

he married Charity Hill around 1780 

in South Carolina.  Edward Jackson 

died in 1845 in Waterville, Walker 

County, Georgia, and was buried in 

the Poe Cemetery in Chattooga 

County, Georgia.  Compatriot 

Griswell resigned his membership at 

the end of 2020.   

 Our sincere condolences to 

his family. 

Jefferson Chapter only has two 

compatriots on the list.  If you 

served in the military, you are 

encouraged to fill out the Veterans 

Multi-Corps Recognition Form to 

add your name to the recognition 

list.  The Form is on the Veterans 

Recognition Committee Website at: 

www.sar.org/committees/veterans-

recognition-committee/ . 

T he February Monthly Meeting 

will be held in person at the 

Old Spaghetti Factory in Concord on 

Saturday, February 19, 2022, at 

Noon.   

 Please note that the Old 

Spaghetti Factory is requiring proof 

of vaccination.  For those 

compatriots not able to attend in 

person, we will have a concurrent 

Zoom Meeting.   

 Our guest speaker will be 

Robert McLaughlin, the author of 

The Capture of the U-505: A Legion 

of Heroes.  He will discuss the US 

capture of the German U-Boat in 

1944, and how it assisted the Allies 

in locating and destroying other U-

Boats during the Battle of the 

Atlantic during World War II.   This 

was the first enemy warship 

captured by the Americans since the 

East India Company brig Nautilus 

was captured in the War of 1812. 

 We will also present the SAR 

Law Enforcement Commendation 

Medal to Compatriot John Fulwider, 

a dual member from Mississippi, via 

Zoom Meeting.  Please join us for an 

informative talk and the medal 

presentation! 

Veterans Recognition 

RIP-Forrest Griswell 

February Meeting 



                       Questions?    Contact Stephen Renouf at Usina@aol.com 

Please make check payable to  THOMAS JEFFERSON CHAPTER, enclose this reservation slip, 
and mail to:  Secretary Stephen Renouf, 16123 Paseo del Campo, San Lorenzo. CA  94580 

Name:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

          

Guest2:      Entrée choice:       Spaghetti             Fettuccini            Chicken              Lasagna  

FEBRUARY 2022 

Deadline: 16 February 2022 

 

 

Spaghetti with Mushroom Sauce, 
Fettuccini Alfredo, Chicken Parmigiana, or Baked Lasagna 

$23 per person 

MENU 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS MEETING 

Saturday, February 19, 2022 

 

Programme:  

The Capture of the U-505.  Robert McLaughlin will be discussing the capture of a German 
U-Boat on the high seas during the Battle of the Atlantic in World War II.  The capture 
yielded valuable intelligence, and assisted the Allies in locating and destroying other U-
Boats.  Come join us for a great meeting! 
 

NOTE: The Old Spaghetti Factory requires proof of vaccination. 

11:30AM—Pre-Meeting 
Social 

Noon to 2:30PM—Meeting 

the old spaghetti factory 
1955 Mount Diablo Street, Concord, CA 
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Quote of the Month 
“Representative government and trial by jury are the 
heart and lungs of liberty. Without them we have no 
other fortification against being ridden like horses, 
fleeced like sheep, worked like cattle, and fed and 
clothed like swine and hounds.” 

— John Adams, 1774.  
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